Sardis Forest News

SFHA28270@yahoo.com

Newsdletter of the Sardis Forest Homeowner s Association

June / July 2004

It’stime for summer fun! Be safe!
With the arrival of warmer days, we remind
you to keep lawns and plants watered, be
wary of mosquitoes, and above all...wear
sunscreen! Have your newspaper and/or
mail held if you go away and ask a neighbor
that you trust keep an eye on things! Inthis
issue you will find information concerning
speed reduction measuresin Sardis Forest,
an update concerning retail development in
our area, and a chart showing the progress
of the park improvement initiative.

Speed and Traffic Reduction Measures
Requested by SFHA

Due to resident requests and a recent study
released by the American Journal of Public
Health, the SFHA has contacted the Charlotte
Department of Transportation (CDOT)
concerning measures that would lower driving
speeds and lessen cut-thru traffic in the
neighborhood.

The study found that speed humps that force
motorists to slow down in residential
neighborhoods cut the risk of injury or death
to children. Motor vehicle-related incidents
are the leading cause of death for children age
1 to 15, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.*

As part of their Monroe Road devel opment
proposal, Lat Purser and Associates offered to
pay for two speed humps within Sardis Forest,
with arequirement that CDOT approve
installation by March 2006. The SFHA Board
has been studying potential locations for the
two humps.

At the SFHA Board meeting on June 39, the
directors voted to request speed humps on
Morning Dale and Hinson roads. Morning
Daleisapriority becauseit runs next to the
park and also because of reports of racing on

that street. Hinson is a heavily traveled artery
to the back of the neighborhood, so it makes
sense to have humps installed there too. We
recently discovered that aresident on Hinson
requested speed humps for that street several
years ago. CDOT hasinformed us that the
necessary requirements for humps [on Hinson]
have been fulfilled and they will be provided
there at no cost to the Association.

Our CDOT investigator has informed us that
we may have two humps on Morning Dale,
installed as early as September of thisyear if
the petitioning processis completed in a
timely manner we will be contacting those
neighbors who need to sign the petition when
we receive the information from CDOT. The
humps on Hinson might not be installed until
summer or fall next year.

The SFHA has also requested and received
approval for reduced speed limit signs (from
35mph to 25mph) for the following streets:
Richard Barry Drive, Ingraham Place, and
Sardis Forest Drive.

Our neighbors in the Sardis Forest Patio
homes have received CDOT approval for two
speed humps on Nolley Court (near the
Monroe Road entrance). It is our hope that
with speed humps near two neighborhood
entrances, cut-thru traffic will be reduced and
resident motorists will drive at safer, reduced
speeds. We |l keep SFHA members informed
of progress on this matter through updatesin
the newsletter and at the annual SFHA
member meeting on September 18"

(*Editor s note: Traffic study information and
related statistics reprinted from The Charlotte
Observer, 03/31/04).

Retail Development Update
Wal-Mart & Othersto Open in September

The June 9th edition of The Charlotte
Observer included an article about the Galleria




and other retail developments along Monroe
Road (near Sardis Forest). The story, written
by business writer Doug Smith, revealed that
the 230,000 square-foot Wal-Mart isn t
expected to open until September. Thisisa
later date than the June grand opening which
was announced earlier.

Other Galleriatenants that are cited to open
in September (or soon thereafter) include
Johnny Carino s Country Italian restaurant,
Zaxby s chicken, Steak n Shake, Caribou
Coffee, Gindlli sPizza, Shiki Japanese
Restaurant, Subway, Payless ShoeSource,
Cato, Friedman s Jewelers, GameStop video
store, Alltel phone store, Off Broadway Shoe
Warehouse, Party City, Slumber Kids
children sfurniture, Aveda beauty products
store/salon, and Palm Beach Tan.

Also included in the article were quotes by
Jack Levinson of GVA Lat Purser &
Associates, Inc. who commented about the re-
zoning and development of the Monroe Road
property next to our community: Wehad a
huge amount of input from the neighborhood
[hey that sus!] Itwasavery integrated
process on how this project would lay out and
what the standards would be.

The multi-use project dubbed The
Commons at Monroe & Sardis, isslated to
begin the first phase of construction in early
2005 and is expected to last about six months.

There is mention of a Walgreens which may
come to Sardis Village. The article states,

The developer said he s negotiating, but
hasn t reached an agreement with Wal-
greens. We Il keep residents informed as
more information becomes available.

attend the Sardis Forest Homeowners
Association annual meeting on Saturday,
Sept 18th, at the County Inn of Matthews.
Please come with comments, questions, and
your appetite—the breakfast buffet isfree to
all SFHA members (mandatory and
voluntary). Breakfast starts at 8:30. A
specia presenter (we are confirming) will
speak about enhancing your home’s curb
appea and advice on “showcasing” the
inside of your home. The meeting
commences at 9:30. Expect a discussion and
possible vote concerning a by-law
amendment, an overview of the SFHA
budget, a question and answer session, and a
survey of your priorities for the upcoming
year.

The three-year term is expiring for three of
our Board positions and another is retiring.
We need practical directors who will attend
board meetings, fulfill position duties, assist
with association projects, and participate in
discussions concerning associ ation iSsues.
For more information about this meeting or
elections, please contact Cary Simms at
carysimms@hotmail.com, or 704-708-9949.

Amendment on Hold

Annual SFHA Meeting & Elections
September 18" — Mark Your Calendar!

Who are the people that make
decisions about the SFHA? What do they do
with the money that | send to them every
year? Where do they want the proposed
speed humps to be located?

We know you’ve asked yourself these
questions, so mark your calendar and plan to

The board members of the Sardis Forest
Homeowners A ssociation are reviewing our
attorney's recommendations regarding a
possible amendment to our by-laws. Since
the proposal includes significant regulations
that affect how the Association operates, we
plan to present thisissueto all SFHA
members at the annual member meeting on
September 18™.

|SFHA Dues & M embership

Member ship matters. Please help keep our
association and our community going strong!

All assessments from mandatory members
are due July 1%. Please remit on time. The
dues collected from association members pay



for landscaping of our park and front island, as
well as fees for general maintenance,
insurance, and other necessary services.

If you are not an owner of one of the original
171 Sardis Forest homes, please consider
becoming a voluntary member for only
$50.00/year.

All fees collected this fiscal year from first-
time voluntary members will be alocated to
the playground improvement initiative. Fees
collected from voluntary members who renew
will be used to pay for services that benefit all
Sardis Forest residents as listed above.

Volunteer Membership Form

Name:
Address:
Phone:
E-mail:

Mail or deliver to Catherine Hall, 715 Swift
Court. Make checks ($50.00) payable to the
Sardis Forest Homeowners Association. Call
Catherine at 704-849-8004 for more info.
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Cherry Tree Update

Silent Auction NetsMore Than $2,20!

Thanks to everyone who supported our
auction and helped to raise more than $2,200
for the SFHA park initiative. When you see the
mer chants and service providers who
contributed to the success of this fun event,
please thank them. Their participation has
greatly helped us get closer to achieving our
goals for park and playground improvements.

Contributorsinclude the following:
Attachment Parenting (Kelley Wheelér)
Area51 Salon *Beach Tanning Berryhill
Mortgage* Bicycle's East The Bike Shoppe
* Boardwalk Billy's* Brewster's Ice Crearn

Carvel Ice Crear Catherine Sessa (Southern

Living) * The Charlotte Observer Charlotte
Knights* Colchester's NurseryComedy
Zone* Food Lion* Golf Charlotte *Greg's
BBQ * Bonefish Grill *Harris Teeter

The city has checked and pruned the cherry
trees along Sardis Forest streets. A few dead
trees were removed, and others may be taken
out before the end of July. Information about a
city-sponsored program to replace and care for
new trees will appear in the next issue.

Park Improvement Initiative --Update

The Sardis Forest Park Improvement
Committee has now passed the halfway mark
of our goal to raise $12,000 for new
playground equipment and park improve-
ments, mostly due to overwhelming response
to our Give Five to Keep the Park Alive
program and the silent auction held on May
22", The auction netted more than $2,200.
The Park Initiative committee is currently
researching and accepting bids on the
proposed equipment and site requirements and
they will continue to work on fund-raising.
Committee members have received questions



